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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 

TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

September 11, 2018 

Dix 

 

Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Kathy Corra, Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans 

Juhle, and Tom Stowe. 

EXCUSED:  None. 

STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens, Deputy Clerk Angela Kulp 

GUESTS:  Planning Commissioner Steve Tegeler, WABA President Susan Bogert, Jeremy 

Smithson, Mike Smithson, Pam Burton, Bruce Agnew, Janice Connelly. 

 

MINUTES:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the July 10, 2018 minutes, as 

amended.  Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the August Claims Register for check 

numbers 14973 through 14996 in the amount of $17,549.98.  Councilmember Howes 

seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilmember Howes moved to approve the September Claims Register for check numbers 

14997 through 15017 in the amount of $17,309.31.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

CLERK’S REPORT: 

FIRST CALL FOR 2019 BUDGET INPUT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council 

that they will begin work next month on the Annual Budget for 2019.  In October, the focus 

is forecasting revenues; in November, forecasting expenditures and setting the property-tax 

levy by ordinance.  Both of these monthly discussions involve public hearings as required by 

state statute.  In December, the Council will review the entire proposed budget for 2019 and 

adopt a final version by ordinance. 

 

BELLEVUE FIRE 2019 FEE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she attended the annual 

Fire Protection Services meeting to learn more about the factors influencing our 2019 service 

fee.  Our fee is increasing from $53,618 to $54,805, an increase of $1,187 or 2.21%.  Of the 

six contracting cities, our increase is the lowest, but our 2019 fee will be more than the 

$49,548 estimated by Bellevue Fire during our contract talks.  The main reason for this 

increase is labor costs.  Bellevue just finished salary/benefit negotiations with the Firefighters 

Union for a contract covering 2016-2019.  Negotiations are now finalized, which makes 2019 

the year in which all contract parties have to true up for the back pay.   The Town’s fee for 

2020 should NOT increase by nearly as much. 
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BELLEVUE FIRE DEPARTMENT EMAIL:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that Town 

Attorney Linehan has reviewed the chain of emails and determined that Bellevue Fire 

Marshal Ken Carlson’s suggestion that we amend our Burning Code is correct: all residential 

burning, other than recreational fires in an outdoor fire pit, is now prohibited by the Puget 

Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA).  Town Attorney Linehan recommends that we repeal the 

current code and adopt the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency rules for outdoor fire pits.  

Clerk/Treasurer Spens will review what other small cities in our area have done and put 

together a proposed code amendment. 

 

PROCUREMENT POLICY:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that this policy remains in 

review in Hunts Point. 

 

KENYON-DISEND FEES TO DATE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported there was one 

invoice against our retainer in the amount of $232.00.  The balance of our retainer for 2018 

now stands at $1,695.82. 

 

MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report.  Mayor Gillem commented that he heard of two recent 

residential break-ins and car prowls. 

 

WATER REPORT:  No report; however, a detailed discussion of funding for the proposed 

water-line replacement project will take place later in the meeting. 

 

WABA REPORT:  WABA President Susan Bogert reported that WABA is reviewing a 

proposal for the Neilson driveway and evaluating its impact on WABA’s private road.  She 

added that WABA has obtained a copy of the Encroachment Agreement the Town uses to 

document all encroachments of private improvement on public rights-of-way and may try to 

revise the document to meet their purposes. 

 

She also reported that: 

 A pickle ball court is being added to the tennis court.  WABA will be soliciting private 

donations to help fund the installation. 

 The Shoreline Restoration Project will officially close out with a celebration on September 

25
th

 from 4:30 to 6:30 pm. 

 This year’s beach events were a success, including two movie nights and the annual picnic. 

 The annual meeting will be held at St. Thomas Church in Medina on January 26, 2019. 

 The Board is reviewing WABA’s rules in anticipation of a much-needed Green Book 

update.  Changes include updated rules for guest memberships and codifying no-smoking 

rules. 

 

APPEARANCES:  None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  REQUEST FOR BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT #18-1: 

Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that they reviewed preliminary plans for this 

BLA in October 2017.  At that time, the Council’s primary concern was that the driveways 

for each lot be kept as far from the 105
th

 SE / SE 29
th

 St intersection as possible. 
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Mayor Gillem opened the public hearing at 7:27 pm. 

 

Jeremy Smithson introduced himself, his wife Pam, and his brother Mike.  He explained that 

his mother is Nancy Solibakke, and he is shepherding this request for a BLA on her behalf.  

He gave a brief summary of the request, including the purchase of a small sliver of property 

from the then-adjacent neighbor to the north in 1966.  He also mentioned that it is the 

family’s desire to sell the lots and let the purchasers develop them.  He then asked 

Councilmembers if they had any questions. 

 

Councilmember Juhle asked if there is a time frame for selling the lots and if they would be 

sold to developers on spec.  Mr. Smithson answered that the lots will be put on the market as 

soon as this BLA is finalized, which he now understands cannot happen until the existing 

structure is demolished.  The demolition will require a permit, but it should take place in less 

than six months. 

 

Councilmember Stowe asked if this is a Boundary Line Adjustment or a Subdivision.  

Clerk/Treasurer Spens responded that she and Deputy Clerk Kulp have searched the Town’s 

records and cannot find any indication that the Town was brought into the matter relating to 

the 1966 property purchase.  She added that she reviewed the matter with Town Attorney 

Linehan who agrees that a BLA is the appropriate instrument for this matter. 

 

As there were no further comments, Mayor Gillem closed the public hearing at 7:45 pm. 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve Boundary Line Adjustment #18-1 with 

the conditions listed in Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder’s memorandum dated 9/3/2018 and 

the condition that the existing driveway be retained in its current location as feasible.  

Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW) STUDY:  Planning 

Commissioner Steve Tegeler gave a brief overview of that body’s discussion to date and 

asked the Council for clarification about whether they want the Planning Commission to 

review the following: 

1.  How to increase the overall awareness of the ROW rules. 

2.  Stormwater mitigation if adjustments are made outside of a building permit. (Permits 

enforce stormwater/erosion mitigation). 

3.  Greenspace preservation, including do we want a definition, should we restrict the 

disturbance of existing plantings, should there be a vegetation ratio. 

He concluded his remarks by asking how the Council envisions successful enforcement of 

these goals. 

 

Discussion ensued during which Councilmembers: 

 Explained the Town’s reasons for letting adjacent owners “use” right-of-way property for 

landscaping in exchange for maintaining the area. 

 Outlined current challenges for the Town in the upkeep of these landscaping improvements 

when the adjacent owners no longer choose to help maintain the area. 

 Expressed concerns about vehicle/pedestrian impacts that result from plantings that are 
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allowed to grow too close to the paved roadway and road signs. 

 Commented on sight distance issues that arise from plantings that grow too tall for the area 

in which they are planted and stormwater runoff challenges created by the materials placed 

on sloping ROWs. 

 

At the end of this discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that the Planning 

Commission should first focus on increasing residents’ awareness of the ROW. There was 

additional discussion about whether a definition of “greenspace” is needed, but no conclusion 

was reached. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  ORDINANCE NO. 434 2019-2024 CAPITAL INVESTMENT 

PLAN / TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM:  Mayor Gillem opened 

the public hearing at 8:38 pm.  As there were no comments, the public hearing was closed at 

8:40 pm 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to pass Ordinance No. 434 adopting the 2019-

2024 Capital Investment Plan for the Town of Beaux Arts Village, including a Six-Year 

Transportation Improvement Plan.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

Councilmember Juhle noted that while the CIP/TIP sets forth plans to repair our 

infrastructure, it doesn’t address upgrades to an aging system of roads, water lines, etc. 

 

WATER-LINE REPLACEMENT FUNDING:  Councilmember Stowe reminded the 

Council that the water line scheduled for replacement runs along 103
rd

 Ave NE, SE 28
th

 

Street and 102
nd

 Ave NE and that replacement is necessary because the water line is leaking.  

He commented that the project entails replacing a 6-inch asbestos/concrete water line with a 

6-inch ductile iron line by trench-cutting along the street, installing the new water line, 

connecting homes to the new line, patching the asphalt and then moving to the next section 

on a street-by-street basis.  The existing line will be abandoned in place.  The project is 

expected to start in May or June of 2019 and last about one month.  Disturbances to 

neighbors will be mitigated to the extent possible. 

 

Mayor Gillem commented that he and Councilmember Juhle have been working with 

Councilmember Stowe on funding options.  At this time, it does not appear that there are any 

grant programs available to the Town, so the next option is a low-interest loan.  Any loan 

would be backed by revenue from water sales and would probably mean an increase in water 

rates for the duration. 

 

Councilmembers Stowe and Juhle are preparing on an application for a loan from the state 

Department of Health.  That application is due in early October before the next Council 

meeting.  Mayor Gillem is overseeing this work. 

 

In addition, Clerk/Treasurer Spens will review the possibility of an Interfund loan from the 

General Fund to the Water Fund. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN:  Due to time constraints, this discussion was tabled until the October 
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meeting. 

 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  Councilmember Howes updated the Council on her 

recent emergency-response related work, including: 

 Outlining the Town’s participation in the Great Shake Out, which will concentrate on our 

internal communications and will include a brief meeting at a designated location to share 

information, assign duties, and find a triage location, if needed. 

 Developing a list of emergency supplies, including radios, and shelters, particularly where 

to set up one or more triage stations. 

 Distilling to-do- lists for ongoing discussion.  These lists will include itemized instructions 

for Councilmembers and residents explain what to do in an emergency. 

 

She then distributed a Beaux Arts Village Disaster Protocol and asked Councilmembers to 

review this preliminary document and comment on it, add to it, expand upon it, as they deem 

useful for the response effort.  In the meantime, she will work on some budget estimates.  

The Council will continue this discussion in October. 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 

STORMWATER / FEMA GRANT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the chances of 

receiving this funding has improved, and he is working to update our plans and cost estimates 

to submit.  If funding is approved, the project is likely to happen in August/September 2019, 

and there may be an opportunity to combine work to underground utilities along the affected 

portion of SE 27
th

 Street at the same time.  Mayor Gillem added that we are hoping for 

approval this year for expenditure in 2019. 

 

In the interim, the Town will need to update its easements related to the work with WABA.  

Councilmember Stowe remarked that this work needs to happen whether the project moves 

forward or not. 

 

STORMWATER SYSTEM REPAIRS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that smaller repairs 

to the Town’s stormwater are moving forward, including projects at 104
th

 SE and SE 27
th

, 

replacing stormwater grates, and cleaning the stormwater inlets. 

 

ROW TREE MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she walked the Town’s 

trees with Tree Solutions working to identify areas of concern.  She will work to address 

solutions for those areas, including potential tree removals and replacements. 

 

108
th

 AVE SLOPE STABILIZATION:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is waiting for 

a response from Lauchlin Bethune after their walk along the 108
th

 Path last month. 

 

ROW MAINTENANCE PROGRAM:  Councilmember Dix reported that the new program 

for paid help with ROW Maintenance is a start, but she needs significant help with weed 

removal.  Mayor Gillem agreed that the Council needs to assess the value of the services for 

which we have contracted and determine what additional work should be done.  

Councilmember Juhle complimented Councilmember Dix on the quantity and quality of the 

weeding work she has already accomplished. 
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NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 

October 9, 2018 at Mayor Gillem’s home. 

 

ADJOURN:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 pm.  

Councilmember Juhle seconded. 

Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Sue Ann Spens 

Clerk-Treasurer 


