
Approved May 14, 2019 Council Minutes   Page 1 of 5 

 

 
TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
May 14, 2019 
Howes 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Kathy Corra, Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, and 
Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  Councilmember Hans Juhle. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens 
GUESTS:  Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder, Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr, WABA 
President Susan Bogert, Residents Gina Pipjker and Jim Bennett. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the April 16, 2019 minutes, as 
amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the May 14, 2019 Claims Register for 
check numbers 15190 through 15210 in the amount of $52,306.92.  Councilmember Howes 
seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
KENYON-DISEND FEES TO DATE:  The Town did not receive any invoices this month.  
Our retainer balance remains $893.37. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT: 
CODE REVIEW PROPOSAL:  The Beaux Arts Village Municipal Code was first adopted in 
October 2011.  Since then Clerk/Treasurer Spens has submitted new ordinances periodically 
for codification, and the current version of our code is up to date online.  One thing the 
Council hasn’t discussed since the code was adopted is how often we want to review our 
code for internal consistency and for consistency with state laws.  Some cities have their 
legal staff perform this work, but it can get expensive quickly.  Another option is to hire 
Code Publishing to do the work.  They perform this task for many cities, and their staff 
attorneys are very efficient and thorough. 
 
Code Publishing contacted Ms. Spens recently to learn what our plans were for such an 
update.  They estimate the cost to complete this task would be about $6,000, which includes 
the legal review, upgrading the format of our code online so it is more interactive and is 
compatible across all devices (i.e. computer screens, mobile phones, tablets, etc.).  Based on 
that price, Clerk/Treasurer Spens recommends that the Council give some thought to hiring 
Code Publishing to complete this review/update but wait until next year or later when we can 
budget for it.  It was the consensus of the Council that waiting to include this cost in a future 
budget makes sense. 
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WATER BILLING SOFTWARE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that as part of her 
research into other billing and bill-pay methods for Water Department customers, she learned 
that there may be a way to update the Excel bill-generating macro so that it either prints a 
hard copy bill or emails an electronic copy according to each customer’s preference.  Both 
clerks are currently using MS Office 2007, and this method would require a newer version of 
Office.  She recommends purchasing Office 365 by subscription.  This would update the 
clerk’s computers and provide enough cloud storage to replace our current offsite backups 
through Carbonite, which cost about $72 per year.  It was the consensus of the Council that 
this is a wise purchase.  Mayor Gillem will help with the acquisition. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report; however, there was Council discussion about: 
• ongoing problems with mail theft, even for residents with locking mailboxes, 
• reports of strangers in Town masquerading as workers with hats and yellow vests but no 

official identification, and 
• ongoing problems with vehicle prowls. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Water Supervisor Bob Durr commented on the very late billing 
received for installing the Tegeler water service.  The contractor who performed the work 
never sent a bill for the work to the Town Clerk.  The Water Department has always handled 
these installations but is considering altering their policy so that builders / remodeling 
contractors handle installations themselves to remove the Town as a middle man in the 
project. 
 
WABA REPORT:  WABA President Susan Bogart reported: 
• The summer picnic is scheduled for July 27th.  Brian Moco is chairing the event. 
• Lifeguards will be on duty when school is out for summer. 
• Beach security begins in mid-May. 
• Milfoil spraying is scheduled for late May. 
• WABA is planning pickleball tourneys and movie nights for summer fun. 
• The WABA Board plans to discuss how to spread the word about beach etiquette, 

including approaching unfamiliar people at the beach and other issues that develop during 
the summer months. 

 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT:  Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder reported 
that the Town solicited bids from seven contractors for this project but received only one bid.  
That bid was submitted by Bonner Brothers in the amount of $195,024.50, which is within 
the estimate for the project.  Ms. Schroeder reported that she reviewed the line-item pricing 
and didn’t see any red flags.  She anticipates the project starting in August with 120 days to 
completion.  Water Supervisor Bob Durr added that Bonner has done a lot of work for the 
Town over the years and has a reputation for quality work and a willingness to minimize the 
disruption to residents. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to accept the bid from Bonner Brothers in the 
amount of $195,024.50 and to authorize the Mayor to negotiate a contract.  Councilmember 
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Corra seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 441 AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND LOAN:  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens summarized the Council’s discussions about financing the Water 
Main Replacement Project using an Interfund Loan from the General Fund to the Water Fund 
and explained that proposed Ordinance No. 441 sets forth the terms of the loan, including the 
interest rate and  payment schedule, and requires that the Council review the status of the 
loan annually during an open public meeting beginning with the July 2020 Council meeting.  
Councilmembers made some minor changes to the text of the ordinance, which 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will incorporate before bringing the updated ordinance to the Council 
for action in June. 
 
BENNETT REQUEST TO REPLACE EXISTING FENCE ON TOWN RIGHT-OF-
WAY:  Jim Bennett, 10311 SE 28th Street, explained that his request is two-fold: 
1.  Replace an existing walkway, a portion of which sits on the Town right-of-way adjacent 
to his home.  There would be no increase in the dimensions of the walkway, hence no 
increase in ground coverage. 
2.  Replace the existing fence with a similar design in the same location.  The new fence 
would include split rails, like the existing fence, but would replace the uprights with more 
substantial columns as shown in the photos he supplied with his written request.  There are a 
total of eleven columns planned. 
 
Councilmember Stowe expressed concern about the columns extending further into the right-
of-way than the existing uprights currently do.  This could create a challenge for users of the 
right-of-way in the vicinity.  He recommends relocating the fence slightly so that the street-
side face of the columns does not extend further into the right-of-way than the existing 
columns do now. 
 
There were no other conditions suggested by the Council. 
 
Mayor Gillem noted that the Council has three options: 
1.  Approve the request as submitted. 
2.  Approve the request with the condition suggested by Councilmember Stowe. 
3.  Deny the request. 
 
Mr. Bennett stated that he will review this condition with his designer, and if it cannot be 
accommodated for some reason, he will replace the fence as it is currently constructed. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the Bennett request to replace an 
existing fence on the Town right-of-way as proposed PROVIDED the columns supporting 
the rails do not encroach further into the right-of-way than the current fence columns OR if 
that is not possible, approve the fence replacement in its current footprint without the larger 
columns AND separately approve the replacement of the existing walkway within the 
existing footprint.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Councilmember Howes reported that she now has keys 
to the water-maintenance shed and will begin purchasing and storing emergency supplies. 
 
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN:  Several years ago, the Town developed a Hazard 
Mitigation Plan as part of a countywide effort.  The plan needs to be updated by October 
2019.  As part of that process, the Town will need to hold a public meeting outside of a 
regular Council meeting.  She will report more details as they become known. 
 
SNOW REMOVAL:  During the meeting with a Derrick Hiebert with King County 
Emergency Management, Councilmember Howes learned there may be options for snow 
removal through King County.  She will learn more about those options and report to the 
Council. 
 
SPRING TOWN CLEAN-UP:  Councilmember Dix reminded the Council that the Spring 
Town Clean Up is scheduled for May 18th and 19th.  Dumpsters will be in the usual four 
locations.  She has prepared a list of projects and asked Councilmember to choose one or 
more to lead as part of the clean-up effort. 
 
URBAN FOREST ASSESSMENT:  Councilmember Dix reported that this assessment took 
place on April 29th and 30th as scheduled.  She will report further when more information is 
known. 
 
HANGING FLOWER BASKETS:  Councilmember Dix reported that hanging flower 
baskets have been ordered from Squak Mountain Nursery and will be ready for pick 
up/installation around June 1st.  New hangers have already been installed. 
 
OTHER RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix gave a brief synopsis of 
work in various areas through Town. 
 
SOUND CITIES ASSOCIATION:  Councilmember Stowe reported that he was not able to 
attend the last meeting.  He remains concerned about the direction that group is moving in 
their endorsement votes for pending legislation.  He says that he doesn’t want to see the 
Town walk away from the group, because they need to be kept aware of the limitations for 
small cities. 
 
BELLEVUE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  Councilmember Stowe was contacted about 
the Town’s intertie with the City of Bellevue, who wishes to know if we might be able to 
provide water service to the Enatai area if Bellevue’s water-distribution network is severed 
from the Enatai area in a regional disaster.  Her noted that he is still discussing this with 
Bellevue staff. 
 
FEMA STORMWATER GRANT:  Councilmember Stowe has received word that FEMA 
money is in the process of becoming available.  FEMA is asking if we can split our proposed 
stormwater project into two phases.  The design phase would happen this year, with a 30% 
design offered to the public and affected neighbors for review and comment.  Actual 
construction would not begin until 2020.  The grant comes with a 12.5% matching 
requirement, which can include money the Town has already spend to develop the project 
parameters, including surveying, engineering, etc. 
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NEW PLANNER:  Mayor Gillem reported Mona Green has resigned as the Town Planner 
effective June 30, 2019.  Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder has expressed interest in the 
position, and Mayor Gillem would like to hear Councilmembers’ thoughts.  It was the 
consensus of the Council that they support considering Ms. Schroeder for this position 
provided she won’t be spread too thin. 
 
NEXT AGENDA:  The Council will hold a public hearing to re-adopt the Shoreline Master 
Program and will review a final version of the funding ordinance for the Water Main 
Replacement project. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
June 11, 2019 at Councilmember Juhle’s house. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 pm.  
Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


