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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
September 8, 2020 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, James 
McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Eugenia Yen and Tom Garvey for WABA, Jan Johnston, Julia Morse. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the July 14, 2020 minutes as amended.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Howes moved to approve the Final August 11, 2020 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15535 and 15538 through 15561 in the amount of $141,790.49 
(including 15538 voided for printing error).  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the Final September 8, 2020 Claims Register for 
check numbers 15562 through 15580 in the amount of $72,813.65.  Councilmember Dix 
seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
STOP SIGN ON SOUTHBOUND 104TH AT SE 27TH: Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the 
Council that this stop sign was installed as a temporary safety measure during the SE 27th St 
Stormwater Upgrade Project.  Councilmember Stowe mentioned at the time of installation 
that the sign would be removed at project completion UNLESS there was support from the 
community for it to remain.  The sign has been knocked down or removed from its hole at 
least three times during the project, so if the decision is to make this a permanent installation, 
the sign will need to be secured.  It was the consensus of the Council to place a discussion 
about the sign on the October agenda as a means of generating input from residents. 
 
HEDGE ON PATH ROW BETWEEN SE 29th AND SE 30th ACROSS FROM THE ANGLE 
ROAD :  Clerk/Treasurer Spens directed the Council’s attention to an email from a resident 
asking for help in bringing the hedge under control so that he can maintain it going forward.  
On discussion, the Council agreed that the hedge should be reduced in height to between six 
and eight feet, after which the adjacent property owner has offered to maintain the hedge. 
 
FIRST CALL FOR BUDGET INPUT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that the 
budget cycle begins next month and asked Councilmembers to forward suggestions for 
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projects or expenditures that they want the Council to consider.  She asked that suggestions 
be sent to her by October 2, 2020 and include a brief description of the proposed project, a 
rough cost estimate, and any other details in support of the project. 
 
BELLEVUE FIRE SERVICE FEES FOR 2021:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she 
participated in the Bellevue Fire Department’s annual meeting.  The Town’s fire-service fee 
for 2021 will decrease by $652 to $52,595.  The decline is primarily due to an unusually 
large reimbursement of medical transport fees. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem noted that there has been an increase in reports of 
package thefts on the neighborhood NextDoor site, but no incidents were reported for Beaux 
Arts on the KCSO report. 
 
WATER REPORT:  No report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Eugenia Yen reported that construction on the replacement playground 
structures started on August 17, 2020 and should be complete in two weeks. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 445 ADOPTING THE 2021-
2026 CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLAN / TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM:  Mayor Gillem opened the public hearing at 8:42pm.  As there were no 
comments, he closed the public hearing at 8:43pm. 
 
Councilmember Juhle briefly recapped the updated list of projects and asked 
councilmembers about any last-minute additions or revisions. 
 
After a discussion about the project already listed, Councilmember Howes asked that a line 
item be added to the “Investments Pending Evaluation: section for Hazard Mitigation.  She is 
looking into grants that would support the Town’s efforts to protect our urban forest. 
 
Councilmember Dix asked that the funding source for project 4.2 102nd Path Extension be 
changed to the King County Parks Levy.  She also asked that a new project 4.3 Glen Path 
Improvements be added for the 2021 – 2023 time period at an estimated cost of $20,000.  
She explained that the Parks Levy funds cannot supplant regular Town expenditures, but they 
can be used for capital improvements provided those improvements meet the other 
requirements of the levy program. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council that these additions be included in the final spreadsheet 
to be adopted tonight.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will include them in the final form of the sheet. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Juhle moved to pass Ordinance No. 445 adopting a CIP / TIP for 
2021 through 2026 as amended during tonight’s discussion.  Councilmember Stowe 
seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 317 AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE 
AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR ROAD MAINTENANCE SERVICES:  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that they discussed this agreement last month 
and decided to postpone action on the resolution and agreement until September in 
anticipation of the County’s confirmation that this is the most current version of the 
agreement and of the Town Attorney’s opinion. 
 
She remarked that Rey Sugui, with the King County Roads Division, has confirmed that the 
version presented tonight is the current version of the County Council-approved template.  
She noted that Mr. Sugui cautioned the Council against making substantive changes to the 
agreement, because doing so would trigger the need for the County Council to review the 
revised agreement again, delaying approval on the County’s end for several months. 
 
She then explained that Town Attorney Linehan was aware of this restriction when he 
reviewed the agreement, which is why he suggested incorporating our minor changes in the 
body of the resolution. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to adopt Resolution No. 317 authorizing the 
Mayor to execute an Interlocal Agreement with King County for Road Maintenance 
Services.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
STORMWATER UPGRADE PROJECT STATUS REPORT:  Councilmember Stowe 
reported the following: 
• The project is essentially complete.  The only remaining expenditure is to release the 

retainage, which will be held until final documents are filed with State agencies. 
• Reimbursements from the FEMA grant are still in process.  Due to several personnel 

changes at the State MIL, the entire process has slowed considerably.  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens will begin helping with this process to free up some of Councilmember Stowe’s 
time. 

• He will continue to prepare and submit Quarterly Status Reports as required by the grant. 
• It is important to recognize that the Town received approval to proceed from FEMA via 

the State MIL in September of 2019, and we completed the project just one year later – a 
milestone that is nearly unheard of.  Mayor Gillem and the Council thanked Mr. Stowe 
for his unwavering commitment to this project from planning to completion. 

• The Town has money in next year’s CIP budgeted for repaving along SE 27th and along 
the route of last year’s Water Main Project.  Both streets have been temporarily repaved, 
but the new paving will eliminate the paving cuts and soften the speed humps. 

 
Councilmember Stowe commented that he has heard concerns expressed about the Town’s 
level of communication at various stages of this project, primarily from WABA about project 
delays.  He asked attendees to understand that the Town rarely has projects of this size, that 
the volunteers overseeing the project did their best under challenging circumstances 
(including working their full-time jobs), that there was never an intent to withhold 
information about the project and its timing, and that many of the delays were caused by 
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weather or other circumstances outside our direct control. 
 
Regarding the speed humps, Councilmember Stowe acknowledged that the Town has gotten 
several complaints about the new style and configuration, though he has used them himself in 
a car and saw a golf cart navigate them without undue problems.  He explained that the 
slanted style and slightly higher size are a design feature intended to channel stormwater 
running down the roadway into the storm drains installed in the paving.  He and Town 
Engineer Schroeder had planned to evaluate the effectiveness of the overall design over the 
winter months and then make adjustments as part of next year’s paving program. 
 
Eugenia Yen, WABA President, commented that WABA wants to discuss a strategy for 
mitigating the impact of the speed humps, particularly if the severity of the humps can be 
lessened with the application of asphalt, because their final design differs from what was 
initially presented to the affected property owners.  WABA is also concerned that the project 
area has not been returned to equal or better condition.  Outstanding areas to be resolved 
include trees and restoration of the north parking lot. 
 
Tom Garvey, WABA Vice President, echoed that the stormwater work was done well, but 
road restoration needs to be addressed. 
 
Councilmember Stowe commented that deviations from a design always happen construction 
in response to unanticipated site conditions both above and below ground.  In this case, the 
contractor discovered underground impediments that meant the buried stormwater line had to 
be relocated to the side of the roadway rather than down the center.  This relocation meant 
that the speed humps, which reduce traffic speeds AND help channel water to the storm 
drains, had to be angled differently.  In response to the first complaints, the project contractor 
“shaved off” the steepest part of each speed hump in attempt to make it easier for vehicles to 
cross the humps without scraping.  This shaving may have compromised the effectiveness of 
the humps to channel water. 
 
Councilmember Stowe also reminded everyone of the condition of this street prior to 
construction as well as the sheer volume of debris that used to run down its steep slope, much 
of which was scoured from the non-paved sides of the roadway.  All of that debris ended up 
either in WABA’s parking lot or in the water near the north docks over the course of the 
winter months.  This new stormwater conveyance system should eliminate most, if not all, of 
the debris and reduce WABA’s cost to clean the parking and dock areas each year. 
 
As for mitigating the speed humps, Councilmember Stowe reported that he and Town 
Engineer Schroeder are consulting with an asphalt paving company to determine if a small 
asphalt pad on the downhill side of each hump may lessen the impact of the humps on 
vehicles without further compromising their contribution to storm drainage. 
 
Tom Garvey suggested that perhaps giving up a bit of the drainage to reduce the height of the 
speed humps is worth considering.  Councilmember Stowe noted that the speed humps along 
this road prior to this project were very sharp and narrow. 
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Jan Johnston commented that she would like to see the Town install speed humps that meet 
the national standard.  Councilmember Stowe responded that it is unlikely to see a national 
standard used on a small, very steep, private road but the Town will do its best to balance the 
various concerns. 
 
Mayor Gillem added that the Town plans to continue to work through mitigation measures 
for the speed humps and to overlay the entire street, including the private portion.  He 
reminded everyone that much of this work was initiated by the Town as a way to leverage 
public funds in such a way as to help WABA too. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS / GREAT SHAKE OUT:  Councilmember Howes 
reported that the annual Great Shake Out drill will be conducted again this October.  She 
asked that the October Council agenda include an item for this topic so she can present the 
Town’s plans for participation, including how the exercise will be conducted given the 
pandemic-related restrictions. 
 
COVID-19:  Councilmember Howes reported that she is still waiting for final details from 
the resident physician who has offered to sponsor a webinar for Town residents addressing 
the issues relating to the pandemic.  She will continue to work out details and coordinate 
advertising for the event.  She also has masks available and continues to hand them out. 
 
ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is working with Applied 
Ecology to poison the knotweed along 105th Ave SE near SE 29th Street. 
 
LAUREL HEDGE AT SE 29TH / 106TH PL SE:  Councilmember Dix is working with 
Arborwell to remove this hedge at a cost of about $4200.  She noted that they cannot remove 
the stumps because of the rockery, so they will poison the area instead.  This means the area 
cannot be replanted for a year. 
 
OTHER ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that Arborwell will snag a 
dead fir along SE 29th and remove a large, broken limb at the southeast end of Academy Path 
near 107th.  She also reported that she is working with Earth Corps to install plants near the 
Academy Path.  She originally expected to spend about $4,000 for this work but may need to 
increase that to $6,000. 
 
THANK YOUS FOR CARE OF THE FLOWER BASKETS:  Councilmember Dix 
expressed her thanks for the help of several Villagers in keeping the flower baskets watered, 
including Susan Kennedy, Andrea Sharp, Martha Schindler, Amy Nassisi, and Judee Wells.  
Thanks also to the Matsudairas for watering the berm near their home. 
 
FALL CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix announced that the Town’s Fall Clean Up will be 
held on November 13th and 14th.  It will be organized and run like the Spring Clean Up with a 
light workload and socially distanced work parties. 
 
OTHER IDEAS:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is working on some other ideas, 
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including: 
• A better way of watering ROW plantings throughout the Village so they thrive until they 

stabilize. 
• A way of systematically removing invasive laurels throughout the Village. 
• A comprehensive plan for improving and maintaining the Town’s Rights-of-Way. 
• A plan for using the King County Parks Levy funds.  She asked the Council for input and 

direction on this particular item.  Mayor Gillem suggested that she start by reviewing the 
CREA report as a starting point with an eye toward updating / refreshing it.  Using that as 
input, she can then prepare an outline of suggested improvements that the Council can 
review and discuss. 

 
NO-WAKE BUOYS:  Mayor Gillem reported that the No-Wake Buoys had been replaced at 
last.  He said the final cost was less than originally anticipated, and the Town should receive 
a bill from the King County Marine Patrol for about $5,100 soon. 
 
POINTS COMMUNITIES MAYORS MEETING:  Mayor Gillem reported that County 
Councilwoman Claudia Balducci appeared at the September Mayors Meeting and offered the 
state-of-the-County review that she would normally present at a Town Council meeting.  She 
noted that the most recent Countywide statistics for COVID-19 are that there are 80 new 
cases per 100,000 population, and the County’s goal is 25 cases per 100,000.  When asked 
for her reaction to recent events in Seattle, she stated that she avoids engaging in discussions 
about Seattle business.  She did not address the question of what may happen with the King 
County Sheriff’s position. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
October 13, 2020.  Based on King County’s current status in the Safe Start plan, this is likely 
to be another remote meeting, and posted agendas will provide information for public 
participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 pm.  
Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


