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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
December 8, 2020 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, James 
McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Major Patrick Butschli, King County Sheriff’s Office (Maple Valley Precinct). 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the November 10, 2020 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Howes moved to approve the Final December 8, 2020 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15624 through 15649 in the amount of $31,630.99.  
Councilmember Juhle seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
BUILDING CODE ADOPTION: Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported the Town is required to 
adopt the 2018 State Building Code no later than February 1. 2021.  Building Official Kolke 
is preparing the materials needed to explain code changes and will attend the January Council 
meeting to explain those changes. 
 
BUDGET BASICS TUTORIAL:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she is preparing a 
simple tutorial to help Councilmembers refresh their understanding of the basics of Town 
budgeting and plans to have it ready for distribution sometime this Spring. 
 
5G REGULATIONS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that Town Engineer/Planner 
Schroeder has issued a Determination of Non-Significance for the proposed 5G regulations.  
Ms. Spens will be uploading the proposed regulations and the DNS to the Dept of Commerce 
with a request for an expedited review.  If granted, the Council will be able to enact these 
regulations at the January Council meeting. 
 
HANDYMAN SERVICES:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported the key box has been installed, 
but she needs to purchase duplicate keys to put it in.  Councilmember Howes offered to put 
hers in the box, since she will have access to the keys in the box.  Ms. Spens also reported 
that she is putting together a map showing the locations of all the name-sign posts in Beaux 
Arts to make it easier for our new handyman, Asari, to find the correct post and replace signs 
as needed. 
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MARSHAL’S REPORT:  No report. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that we have been on Bellevue water 
for about a week due to an out-of-compliance water sample.  We should be back on Town 
water in about a week. 
 
WABA REPORT:  No report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
VISIT WITH MAJOR PATRICK BUTSCHLI, KING COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
(KCSO):  Major Butschli introduced himself, noting that he was appointed to Precinct 3 in 
late 2019.  He added that he and Clerk/Treasurer Spens had been in contact about a visit 
beginning in early 2020, but the pandemic changed everything.  He stated that he appreciates 
the opportunity to meet the Council and hear about residents’ concerns. 
 
Major Butschli explained that KSCO has been pro-active about developing safety protocols 
that maintain the social contact needed for their duties, e.g., community policing, He then 
began addressing specific concerns that he received from Mayor Gillem in advance. 
 
1. What is the impact of this year’s election on the department in both the appointment of 

the sheriff and additional oversight by the King County Council? 
 
Major Butschli noted that the election results are very recent, and KCSO is still working 
through the changes and assessing their impact, if any, on KCSO in general and Precinct 
No. 3 in particular.  He explained that KCSO operated pretty independently before, so 
KCSO is taking a wait-and-see approach for now.  He added that the Sheriff remains in 
office until December 31, 2021; Councilmembers can look at County Executive 
Constantine’s priorities for a sense of who he may appoint as Sheriff. 
 
One big change that is not the result of the election is budget reductions.  King County 
plans to cease their internal dive operations, though this decision may be reversed if there 
are significant negative ramifications.  This will affect Beaux Arts in the 
placement/replacement of no-wake buoys.  There are other budget cuts in the works, and 
he will provide a list of the cuts when available. 
 

2. What are the neighborhood and regional crime trends? 
 
Major Butschli remarked that Beaux Arts is relatively crime-free, which he feels is more 
a function of the residents’ desire for a close-knit community than it is of the policing we 
receive.  The most frequent calls are related to mail theft and vehicle prowls, which are 
both crimes of opportunity.  Regular reminders to residents that they should not leave 
valuables in vehicles (whether locked or unlocked) and mail in mailboxes will remedy 
most of those problems.  He added that these crimes are common throughout the greater 
Eastside and reminded everyone that, in the event of an emergency needing immediate 
assistance, officers nearest to the incident would be dispatched, which probably means 
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Bellevue Police, thanks to statewide Mutual Aid agreements. 
 

3. What is the anticipated impact on KCSO of Seattle’s focus on decriminalizing certain 
crimes and its related relaxation of enforcement and prosecution guidelines while 
reducing the size of its police force? 
 
Major Butschli answered that Beaux Arts receives a minimum of one patrol per sheet, 
which is 3 per day.  Even if Seattle requests added backup from neighboring 
communities, it will be handled with mandatory overtime so that normal contract services 
continue without interruption.  He added that he hopes there will be a focus on improving 
and strengthening the relationship between KCSO and its contract cities. 

 
Mayor Gillem thanked Major Butschli for attending the meeting, and Major Butschli 
expressed appreciation for the opportunity to participate. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 447 AMENDING THE 2020 
BUDGET:  Mayor Gillem opened the public hearing at 7:52pm.  As there was no public 
comment, he closed the hearing at 7:53pm. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that this needed amendment is minor and is 
related to our ability to use state-shared revenues to pay for a portion of our contract police 
services.  By agreement with the State Auditor’s Office, Beaux Arts is allowed to pay for any 
police services costing in excess of $17,000 from these shared revenues. 
 
The contract for police services is not usually finalized until March or April of the contract-
service year, so we budget for police services based on KCSO’s best estimate.  In 2020, the 
actual cost slightly exceeded that projection by $1,680.  Police services are paid through the 
General Fund, and there was no negative impact on that fund.  However, the Town cannot 
spend our state-shared Criminal Justice revenue on anything but police services and other 
related security measures.  As the balance in that account grows, it is prudent to cover what 
we can using these reserved funds so that we save unreserved funds for general purpose uses. 
 
Ordinance No. 447 increases the budget so that the additional $1,680 for police services is 
covered by a transfer from Criminal Justice Fund #104. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to pass Ordinance No. 447 amending the 2020 
Budget to increase expenditures in the Criminal Justice Fund #104 by $1,680 to $12,376.  
Councilmember Juhle seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain. 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 448 ADOPTING THE 2021 BUDGET:  Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens explained the minor changes requested at last month’s meeting, noting that those 
changes are incorporated into this final budget.  Councilmembers felt comfortable that this 
final version presents a fair depiction of the Town’s anticipated revenues and expenditures 
for 2021. 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Juhle moved to pass Ordinance No. 448 adopting the 2021 
Budget. Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
SE 27TH STORMWATER PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the original cost 
estimate for this project was very close to the actual expenditures after adjusting for inflation 
and the added costs caused by COVID restrictions, though the grant funding didn’t cover 
quite as high a percentage as we had hoped. Of the nearly $320,000 spent on this project, 
72% was paid with a grant of FEMA funding administered by Washington State, 6% was 
paid with a grant from the King County Flood Control District, and 22% was paid from the 
Town’s capital reserve funds.  He added that Bonner’s retainage is the only outstanding cost, 
and it will be released once Bonner has supplied the necessary final affidavits.  Town 
Engineer Schroeder is working to obtain bids for repaving of SE 27th Street and intends to 
include King County in that process. 
 
3Q TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember Juhle reported that he has reviewed the 
3Q2020 Treasurer’s Reports and approved them. 
 
FALL CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reported on details of the Fall Clean-Up. 
 
ACADEMY PATH RESTORATION:  Councilmember Dix briefly reviewed particulars of 
the proposed Academy Path restoration prepared by Lumo Landscaping.  She noted the 
following highlights: 
• The existing path remains in place. 
• Some plants are being removed and replaced with better choices for screening the path 

from its adjacent neighbors. 
• The design recognizes the need to preserve access for PSE trucks needing to make repairs 

to power lines in the vicinity. 
• The project cost is estimated to be $10,000 plus contingencies. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Dix moved to authorize Mayor Gillem to execute a contract with 
Lumo Landscape for the proposed work in an amount not to exceed $11,000. 
Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
SE 29TH AND 106TH:  Councilmember Dix noted that the right-of-way next to the pavement 
at this intersection is quite muddy and when vehicles veer off the pavement, they are leaving 
large ruts.  She suggested that gravel be installed.  Councilmember Stowe will review the 
situation. 
 
ADDITIONAL TREE WORK:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has about $2,000 
worth of tree work that may be completed and billing in 2020.  If not, it will carry forward to 
2021. 
 
COVID-19:  Mayor Gillem noted that Beaux Arts reported one new positive case. 
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NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
January 10, 2021.  Based on King County’s current restrictions, this is likely to be another 
remote meeting, and posted agendas will provide information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember McCarthy moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 pm.  
Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


