
Approved February 9, 2021 Council Minutes  Page 1 of 4 

 

 
TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
February 9, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, James 
McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens, Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder (for Paving 
Restoration discussion only), Town Attorney David Linehan (for the Executive Session 
only). 
GUESTS:  None. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the January 12, 2021 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the Final February 9, 2021 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15675 through 15698 in the amount of $19,519.27.  
Councilmember Juhle seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
BACKFLOW-PREVENTION-DEVICE TESTING PROGRAM:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens 
described the current BFD testing program and explained the problem she has with receiving 
reimbursements from a few customers.  She commented that there are just a few to whom she 
must send multiple payment reminders.  She asked the Council if they would be willing to 
consider switching to a program more like Bellevue’s where individual customers are 
reminded to arrange for the testing and to have a test report sent to the Water Department.  
After some discussion, it was the consensus of the Council that if we switched to a program 
where residents must make arrangements for themselves, some would fail to do so, and 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens would have to send multiple reminders to get the testing done, which 
could result in more work, not less.  It was agreed that no changes to the BFD Testing 
Program would be made at this time. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY OF SHORT-TERM RENTALS: Clerk/Treasurer 
Spens reminded the Council that they had asked for more detail about the Planning 
Commission’s study of the short-term rental question.  She directed them to answers 
prepared by Deputy Clerk Angela Kulp.  After reviewing the additional information, the 
Council decided to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation to wait and see. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that call volumes to the Sheriff were at a 
normal volume, though he noticed a slight increase in the number of normal drive-throughs 
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by KCSO deputies that were cancelled.  He explained that the Town usually gets at least one 
drive-through per day, sometimes two, but drive-throughs are a lower priority than providing 
backup to other jurisdictions.  Councilmember Juhle asked if we should open a conversation 
with another police agency to explore alternatives.  Mayor Gillem suggested that we monitor 
the situation for now and, if we observe ongoing service-level reductions, we should first 
speak with KCSO and may want to open discussions with another law-enforcement agency. 
 
WATER REPORT:  None. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Tom Garvey is the new President of the WABA Board.  Mayor Gillem 
will reach out to him about his interest in regular visits to Council meetings. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PROPOSAL FOR 2021 PAVING RESTORATION PROJECTS:  Councilmember Stowe 
briefly outlined the proposal from the King County Roads Maintenance group, noting that is 
slightly higher than what was budgeted for this work.  He added that we may be able to 
negotiate a lower price if some of the contingencies are not needed. 
 
Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder reminded the Council that this is an estimate, not a bid, so 
the final number may be lower when contractors submit bids to King County for the work.  
She also reminded that King County crews will not perform this work; a contractor will be 
chosen from those bidding on a project comprising work needed in several jurisdictions 
around King County.  The advantages to Beaux Arts are: 
• A larger project will attract more bidders that our smaller one would on its own.  This 

should result in a lower bid price. 
• King County will handle all the bidding, bid review, and other project paperwork, 

reducing the amount of time Ms. Schroeder must spend on it. 
 
Councilmember Stowe voiced his concern about this being the third year in a row for a big 
project in the Town, especially if this one is over budget.  The consensus of the Council was 
that the work needs to be done to restore the areas impacted by the other two large projects:  
the 2019 Water Line Replacement and the 2020 Storm System Upgrade. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to accept King County’s proposal for the 2021 
Town of Beaux Arts Village Paving Project for an amount not to exceed $200,000.  
Councilmember Juhle seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Stowe noted that if WABA chooses to have the North Beach Parking Lot 
paved as part of this project, the Town must authorize and pay for the work and then obtain a 
reimbursement from WABA.  He remarked that the Council will want Town Attorney 
Linehan to prepare an agreement governing that arrangement. 
 
Councilmember Stowe also remarked that he has asked that this paving work be completed in 
June or postponed until after summer so that use of the WABA Beach is not impacted again 
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this year. 
 
GREENSPACE VISION DISCUSSION:  Mayor Gillem opened the discussion by stating 
that this is an excellent time to start this discussion, now that our big infrastructure projects 
are complete.  He thanked Councilmember Dix for putting together materials to begin the 
discussion and invited her to proceed. 
 
Councilmember Dix framed the discussion as an opportunity to set goals for the use and 
appearance of the Town’s greenspaces, i.e., rights-of-way.  Those goals will then be used to 
identify, prioritize, and fund specific projects as well as areas that need ongoing maintenance.  
She remarked that the three areas she wants to focus on for now are Pass-Throughs and 
Entrances, Interior Spaces, and Forest Management. 
 
Councilmember Howes commented that the CREA plan presents high-level goals for right-
of-way management and asked if we are trying to supplement that plan.  If so, she wondered 
if we should survey residents for their ideas.  Mayor Gillem agreed that the CREA plan was 
conceptual and that the Town has only implemented a few of the projects it suggested.  He 
added that the vision expressed in the CREA plan is still a strong one, but perhaps we need to 
extend beyond what it envisioned. 
 
Councilmember Juhle remarked that it sounds like we need a playbook that uses the CREA 
plan as its backbone and to guide decisions for projects.  He stated that he sees three main 
areas:  Trees, Paths, and Shared Rights-of-Way, noting that the Town’s planting rights-of-
way establish much of the Town’s look and feel.  He suggested that the first step in this 
process be pulling out nuggets from the CREA plan that serve to enhance each of these areas 
and then prepare a plan for completing each. 
 
Councilmember Howes suggested starting with developing a plan for maintaining the spaces 
we have already improved, especially the path rights-of way and the entrances to Town. Then 
adding in new areas to develop and examining them though our CIP planning and funding 
process.  She suggested that two projects to include (at a minimum) are a Tree Inventory in 
2021 and a Study of ROW Corners in 2022. 
 
Mayor Gillem noted that Councilmember Dix’ outline identifies the major areas needing 
work and attention.  This will be an ongoing topic for several months, and during that time 
the Council can work to flesh out each of these major areas into project lists that build toward 
a Greenspace Master Plan. 
 
Councilmember Dix suggested that the Town should have a stated vision for its greenspaces 
that should include maintaining the feel of the natural environment as described in 
Resolution No. 66 and articulated in the CREA plan. 
 
Mayor Gillem added that the Council may decide to formalize a Right-of-Way Policy 
through a modified Resolution No. 66.  He challenged everyone to review the materials 
presented for tonight’s discussion and expand on them for next month. 
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PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 318 APPROVING THE ARCH BUDGET AND 
WORK PROGRAM FOR 2021:  Councilmember Juhle commented that our continued 
participation in ARCH is still the easiest way for the Town to satisfy its affordable-housing 
requirement as established by the Washington State’s Growth Management Act. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Juhle moved to adopt Resolution No. 318 approving the ARCH 
Administrative Budget and Work Program for 2021.  Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Mayor Gillem briefly adjourned the regular session at 8:30pm for 
an estimated 15-minute Executive Session to discuss potential legislation with the Town 
Attorney, including the legal risks of a proposed action under consideration by the Council.  
At the completion of the discussion, Mayor Gillem closed the Executive Session and 
reconvened the regular session at 9:03pm. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANT:  Councilmember Dix reported that the King 
Conservation District has approved grants for the Town totaling $2,210.  This funding is 
earmarked for the Academy Path project, and she will be meeting with Lumo Landscaping 
about starting the project later this month. 
 
4Q TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember Juhle reported that he has reviewed the 4th 
Quarter Treasurer’s Reports and signed them to indicate his approval. 
 
COVID-19:  Mayor Gillem noted that Beaux Arts reported no new positive cases over the 
past month. 
 
UPCOMING VISIT WITH COUNTY COUNCILWOMAN CLAUDIA BALDUCCI:  
Mayor Gillem reported that King County Councilwoman Balducci attended the February 
Mayors’ Meeting and will attend the Beaux Arts Council meeting in April to review actions 
taken over the last year and plans for future action. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
March 9, 2021.  Based on Governor Inslee’s current restrictions, this is likely to be another 
remote meeting, and posted agendas will provide information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Howes moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm.  
Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


