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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
March 9, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, James 
McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Tom Garvey, WABA. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Stowe moved to approve the February 9, 2021 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the Final March 9, 2021 Claims Register 
for check numbers 15699 through 15720 in the amount of $18,132.52.  Councilmember 
Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
FENCE AT 106TH AND SE 29TH:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens noted that there were concerns 
about whether BAVMC 18.10.160 governing nonconforming structures was interpreted 
correctly in allowing the replacement of the subject fence. She shared a note from Town 
Engineer Schroeder explaining her reasoning and her suggestion that a simple clarification in 
the code language would resolve the question for future applications.  It was the consensus of 
the Council not to pursue changes at this time. 
 
DEPUTY CLERK MEDICAL LEAVE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that Deputy Clerk 
Kulp’s medical challenges have reached a point where she needs a short medical leave of 
absence.  She has arranged with Addie Tych, one of the deputy clerks at Hunts Point, to fill 
in for Angela on essential tasks during this leave, including, Planning Commission support, 
permit administration, and newsletter preparation.  Other non-critical tasks will be set aside 
until Ms. Kulp is able to return to work.  Ms. Tych will be hired as a temporary employee 
and will track actual hours worked by task during the month and will submit them for 
payment at the deputy-clerk pay rate.  The dollar amount will be deducted from Ms. Kulp’s 
salary during her leave, so this arrangement will be expenditure-neutral for the Town. 
 
DIGITIZING PROJECT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she and Mayor Gillem have 
discussed starting a project to digitize all building-permit plans at a cost estimated to be 
between $3,000 and $5,000.  This project will significantly reduce the number of paper 
documents held by the Town and will make it easier to share plans with owners who are 
contemplating remodeling work.  Ms. Tych has some experience in this area and will assist 
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in the project. 
 
PETTY CASH FUND:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she and Deputy Clerk Kulp 
discussed the petty cash fund and decided that they wish to reduce it from $200 to $100.  The 
fund amount was increased before the clerks had general-purpose credit cards they could use 
for purchases.  Now that each clerk has a Town credit card, the petty-cash fund can be 
reduced to $100 now and possibly eliminated in the future.  Ms. Spens will prepare the 
needed resolution to make this change. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that February was a quiet month, there 
were fewer cancellations of normal drive-throughs by KCSO deputies than in the previous 
month. 
 
WATER REPORT:  None. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Tom Garvey, WABA President, reported that volunteers are building a 
split-rail fence and installing tire stops to formalize the parking area at the South Beach and 
add additional security.  Bollards are being refurbished to protect the stairs and trees. 
 
Mr. Garvey also reported that the WABA security committee made recommendations on two 
issues:  Parking and non-member use of the beach.  To address the first, Diamond Parking 
will begin parking patrols at the beach parking lots in April.  This year they will be issuing 
violations that include a $60 fee to change behavior and eliminate non-member parking.  To 
address the second, WABA will start a Greeter Program.  Volunteers have been enlisted to 
walk the beach and greet unknown users.  They will receive training for approaching beach 
visitors, learning whether they are WABA members, and if not, explaining to non-members 
that the beach is private and nicely asking them to leave.  This approach will also help 
members meet new residents and should be invisible to known WABA members.  To 
discourage late-night beach parties, Northwest Security will again patrol the beach at night. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
GREENSPACE VISION DISCUSSION:  Mayor Gillem re-opened the discussion with a 
brief recap of last month’s topics.  Councilmember Dix then stated that she invites more 
guidance on how the Council would like her to approach unkempt areas throughout Town, 
particularly rights-of-way (ROWs), and how she should prioritize any proposed work. 
 
Councilmember Stowe commented that Resolution No. 66 summarizes his feelings toward 
managing the Town’s greenspaces.  As for priorities, he ranks them as:  1.  Maintaining the 
ROWs along paved roads to allow for safe walking; 2.  Reducing foliage around streetlights 
that blocks much of the light; and 3.  Improving the appearance of the entrances to the 
Village.  He also thinks the Town should consider executing agreements with property 
owners who are adjacent to Town-placed improvements so that it is clear the improvements 
cannot be removed or altered.  The cost of maintenance related to any proposed action items 
should be estimated and included in the Town’s budget process. 
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Mayor Gillem agreed that Resolution No. 66 remains a valid statement of the Town’s 
philosophy toward the greenspaces.  Perhaps the Council just needs to write a vision 
statement that confirms its commitment to Resolution No. 66 and adds appropriate elements 
from the CREA report for action items. 
 
Councilmember Dix commented that her biggest challenge is how to address the areas that 
adjacent owners do not maintain, either through neglect or because they are not able. 
 
Councilmember Juhle remarked that the Town entrances should be a priority because they 
are a focal point that forms visitors first impressions.  He added that the width of the ROW in 
front of homes (i.e., the planting strip ROW) is extremely variable throughout the Village, 
and some people treat them as their own property, perhaps not realizing where their property 
lines are.  There is also a distinct shift from owners doing their own grounds maintenance to 
outsourcing mowing, weeding, clearing, planting, etc. to others for hire.  He wondered if the 
Council should consider transferring the wider ROWs to the adjacent property owners, so 
they have an incentive to maintain the appearance of those areas. 
 
Councilmember Dix thanked everyone for the input.  She will prepare a prioritized list and 
then estimate costs for each.  The list will include the Town entrance at 108th and SE 29th and 
the corner at 106th and SE 29th.  She asked for a reminder of her existing budget for this year.  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens responded that there is $40,000 in this year’s budget for installing a 
water spigot and completing improvements to the Academy Woods and the Glen Path. 
 
FINAL 2020 BUDGET PERFORMANCE AND INTRO TO THE BUDGET 
PROCESS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens presented final 2020 budget worksheets showing the 
Town’s actual revenues and expenditures through 12/31/2020, noting that, as expected, the 
Town unspent its budget in every fund.  She remarked that she will prepare similar 
worksheets with 2021 data through 6/30/21 for the Council’s review in July. 
 
She then directed the Council’s attention to the discussion paper titled “Town Budgeting 
101” and explained that this document is meant to describe the basics of the Town’s budget 
process and fund accounting.  She commented that she wrote it to help both new and 
experienced Councilmembers understand budgeting basics but should not be viewed as an 
exhaustive treatment of the topic.  Much of the Council’s understanding of the municipal 
budgeting process will still come from going through the actual process each year. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
ROAD AND RIGHT-OF-WAY IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe reported that 
work to restore gravel on Town rights-of-way and to clean street signs is underway.  He is 
still waiting for final work from King County about this year’s paving project. 
 
ACADEMY PATH IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Dix reported that Lumo 
Landscape has completed their work, and she will conduct a final walk-through shortly. 
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FLOWER BASKETS:  Councilmember Dix plans to order five flower baskets again this year 
at a cost of $155 each.  She will set up the order, and Clerk/Treasurer Spens will provide 
payment information.  She expects to mount the baskets on brackets with tie-downs after 
Mother’s Day and has arranged for “caregivers” for each basket. 
 
TOWN CLEAN UP: Councilmember Dix announced that this year’s Spring Clean Up will 
be May 15th.  She will order dumpsters and is asking for input on potential projects. 
 
EVERGREEN ON SE 27TH:  Councilmember Dix reported that she and the Town Arborist 
remain concerned about an evergreen on SE 27th Street in front of the Avansino home.  Soil 
from the adjacent property continues to pile up against the tree bark in a way that impacts its 
health.  Mayor Gillem will review the situation and consider a possible remedy. 
 
OTHER ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that the Angle Path has 
been cleaned and chipped.  She has walked the Village with two landscaping companies to 
obtain estimates for performing major weeding and pruning twice each year:  in early Spring 
as weeds are emerging and again in early Fall as a final cleanup before Winter. 
 
MAYOR’S MEETING UPDATES:  Mayor Gillem reported that Medina and Hunts Point 
recently learned that Seattle Harbor Patrol was cancelling the Marine Patrol contract on short 
notice.  The Points Cities are monitoring the situation surrounding Mercer Island’s passage of 
a public camping ordinance, but none have plans for action at this time. 
 
COVID-19:  Mayor Gillem noted that Beaux Arts reported one new case this past month. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
April 13, 2021.  Based on Governor Inslee’s current restrictions, this is likely to be another 
remote meeting, and posted agendas will provide information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Howes moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 pm.  
Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


