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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
April 13, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, James 
McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Claudia Balducci, King County Council; Julia Morse. 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the March 9, 2021 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the Final April 13, 2021 Claims Register 
for check numbers 15721 through 15744 in the amount of $29,960.54.  Councilmember 
Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
NO PARKING SIGN AT NORTH END OF 106TH:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that a 
resident at the north end of 106th Place SE has expressed concerns about an increased number 
of vehicles parking in the turn-around at the north end of 106th Place SE.  This turn-around is 
designated as a no-parking area in BAVMC 10.10.020 (1)(i)(iii) to preserve the space for 
large vehicles to turn around, including fire trucks, garbage trucks, and similar.  The resident 
has spoken to his nearest affected neighbor, and they have suggested a place for posting a 
“No Parking North of Here” sign as depicted in the resident’s email.  After a brief discussion, 
it was the consensus of the Council that Councilmember Stowe and Town Engineer 
Schroeder will assess the area and determine the best combination of sign and placement. 
 
Councilmembers also expressed concerns about the extreme lack of parking space 
throughout the Village and suggested that the Council look for additional parking 
opportunities. 
 
COMPLAINTS FROM BELLEVUE RESIDENT ABOUT SE 30TH RIGHT-OF-WAY:  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she and Deputy Clerk Kulp continue to receive 
complaints from a Bellevue resident who lives on the south side of SE 30th about vegetation 
growing into and dead tree limbs hanging over the roadway.  She and Town Engineer 
Schroeder recently walked this area and noted that, while the space available for walking on 
the north side of SE 30th is extremely narrow, they did not find any such obstacles.  Ms. 



Draft April 13, 2021 Council Minutes   Page 2 of 7 

Spens asked how wide the right-of-way is along this roadway and who is responsible for 
maintaining it.  Councilmember Stowe answered that it is his understanding that this right-of-
way is fully within the City of Bellevue; it is about five feet wide and includes the utility 
poles and ditch that run on the north side of the road.  He added that WABA owns a narrow 
strip between Bellevue’s right-of-way and the Beaux Arts property owners.  Julia Morse 
commented that WABA has paid for tree removals from their strip when a tree is identified 
as hazardous.  Councilmember Juhle offered to review the complaint and contact the 
Bellevue resident if it appeared that would help resolve the situation. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that March was a relatively quiet month 
with two calls for service. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
WABA REPORT:  Julia Morse reported that WABA is organizing a socially distanced 
Beach Clean Up for the week of April 24th through May 2nd.  Dumpsters will be at the North 
Beach parking lot. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
VISIT WITH COUNTY COUNCILMEMBER CLAUDIA BALDUCCI:  Mayor Gillem 
introduced Ms. Balducci and offered her the floor.  Ms. Balducci used a slide presentation to 
illustrate her topics:  2020 Accomplishments and 2021 Plans. 
 
In 2020, King County’s focus was on: 
• COVID-19 Response and Recovery- 

-Childcare, 
-Shelters, 
-Arts, culture and science organizations, 
-Small businesses, and 
-Community organizations. 

• The King County Budget, which experienced seven supplements to account for pass-
through funding 
-Criminal legal system reform, 
-Transit, 
-Behavioral health, 
-Eastrail (Sound Transit), 
-Kokanee salmon, and 
-Housing stability with an emphasis on supporting small organizations focusing on 
helping people not lose their homes. 

• Puget Sound Taxpayer Accountability Account 
• Climate Action Toolkit 
 
In 2021, King County plans to address: 
• Vaccine distribution and COVID-19 recovery, 
• Best Starts for Kids Levy Renewal 
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• Strategic Climate Action Plan 
• Health through Housing 
• Affordable Housing 
• Redistricting 
• Law Enforcement Reform, and 
• Transportation, including Sound Transit capital projects. 
 
Ms. Balducci then asked for questions and comments. 
 
Councilmember Stowe noted that he did not support the switch from an elected sheriff to an 
appointed one.  In particular, the study supporting the move was not representative of the 
communities that utilize the services of the King County Sheriff’s Office.  He also expressed 
concerns about sending social workers into potentially dangerous situations without adequate 
police support or protection and about the increase in homelessness in Eastside communities. 
 
Councilmember Dix commented that during Ms. Balducci’s last visit with Beaux Arts, the 
use of “quiet pavement” to mitigate I-90 noise was discussed.  She asked about the results of 
any testing that was completed.  Ms. Balducci answered that the County’s paving engineers 
weren’t optimistic about the longevity of “quiet pavement” in our climate, and their concerns 
were proven when the paving worked well for mitigating noise but didn’t hold up to our 
weather and traffic. 
 
There were no other questions. 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION NO. 319 KING COUNTY DISTRICT COURT ILA:  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that this Interlocal Agreement was last updated and 
approved in 2011.  At that time, the biggest change was to designate that 100% of any court 
revenue the Town received would be kept by KCDC to cover its operating costs.  In 2017, 
that amounted to $39 and has been $0 every year since.  She noted that the Town has been 
fortunate not to need to use these services but providing for them is essential.  She added that 
if the Town decided not to continue participating in the KCDC, they could consider joining a 
municipal court as the other Points Cities did about 20 years ago. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council that staying with KCDC makes the most sense at this 
time. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adopt Resolution No. 319 authorizing the 
Mayor to execute an Interlocal Agreement with King County for District Court Services.  
Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 452 AND RESOLUTION NO. 320 REGARDING 
PETTY CASH:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that she and Deputy Clerk Kulp recently 
discussed the petty cash fund and determined that, with the Town’s general-purpose credit 
card, it no longer needs to be $200.  As part of preparing the resolution to reduce the value of 
the petty-cash fund, Town Attorney Linehan noticed a minor update needed in BAVMC 
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3.20.030 to account for the Town’s switch from using warrants to checks.  Ordinance No. 
452 updates that provision, and Resolution No. 320 reduces the dollar amount of the petty 
cash fund. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to pass Ordinance No. 452 amending BAVMC 
3.20.030 regarding petty cash.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, - Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to adopt Resolution No. 320 setting the dollar 
amount of the Beaux Arts Petty Cash fund.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE REGARDING STREET LIGHTS:  Councilmember Stowe 
outlined his concerns about the existing streetlights in Beaux Arts: 
 
1.  Street lighting throughout Beaux Arts is inconsistent, and much of the lighting we have is 
obscured by our trees.  Low-level fixtures would bring the light down out of the trees and put 
it where it is needed on the streets. 
2.  PSE is making a strong push for upgrading to LED lighting.  While this lighting is more 
cost-effective, the lights PSE uses tend to be cool white rather than the warm white residents 
are accustomed to. 
3.  The cost of upgrading light fixtures is an expense the Town may not want to incur and 
may negatively impact our trees and their root systems. 
 
This is why he has proposed an ordinance to require residents to provide and install 
residential lamp posts that put light on the streets in front of their homes. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens pointed out that because she has never heard of this being done, she 
reached out to Town Attorney Linehan for comments.  Town Attorney Linehan observed that 
this is a very unusual proposal that would require individual residents to purchase and power 
streetlights on behalf of the Town, and he is not sure that this would be legally proper. 
 
Councilmember Dix commented that she isn’t sure how much community support there 
would be for new light fixtures, although the CREA report did suggest that the Town 
consider lowering our existing fixtures. 
 
Mayor Gillem added that he remembers that discussion with CREA.  He remarked that there 
are many driveway lights on his street, but many of them are left off much of the time, so 
people on his street must not feel it is too dark. 
 
Councilmember Juhle said that, with respect to the lights we already have, it doesn’t make 
sense to continue paying for them if they don’t serve a useful purpose.  He suggested that the 
Town begin trimming tree foliage that interferes with the lights or find a way to reposition 
the fixtures.  He noted that some communities have concerns about light pollution and 
wondered if the extra lighting would cause a loss of some of the Village feel.  He suggested 
that the Council look at making incremental changes in lighting rather than wholesale ones. 
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Clerk/Treasurer Spens mentioned that Town Engineer Schroeder prepared a streetlight study 
for Hunts Point a few years ago that was used to collect resident input on preferred lighting 
levels in neighborhoods and develop a plan for replacing poles with lower-profile poles and 
installing new lights where residents wanted them. 
 
Councilmember Stowe offered to discuss lighting ideas and a possible lighting study with 
Town Engineer Schroeder.  Councilmember Howes offered to help with an after-dark walk 
around to identify those parts of the Village that could benefit from better lighting and with 
outreach to talk with Villagers about their opinions. 
 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION REGARDING EXPANSION OF THE WATER SHED:  
Councilmember Stowe asked the Council to consider a resolution that would authorize the 
expansion of the file storage area of the water shed that could serve as an occasional 
workspace / meeting space so that staff and Councilmembers don’t have to use their homes 
for work-related meetings.  He added that he does not intend for this to be large enough to 
serve as a Town Hall or to accommodate Council / Planning Commission meetings, but it 
should include a small restroom. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens commented that she and Mayor Gillem had discussed reorganizing the 
existing space so that it can be used as a small workspace / meeting space and that she has 
purchased furniture to begin this reorganization.  She added that she thinks there is enough 
space for the work and small meeting needs already available.  She agreed that adding a 
small restroom makes sense for the use of those who plan to work or meet in the space.  She 
added that some additional storage for the emergency-response supplies would be useful. 
 
Councilmember Dix suggested that the Council consider two possibilities.  Plan A could be 
enough space to accommodate work and small meetings.  Plan B could include a larger 
meeting space.  Mayor Gillem cautioned that creating a space large enough for Council 
meetings would also create a need for parking space.  Councilmember Juhle noted that the 
incremental cost for a larger meeting space might be small, because installing a restroom and 
connecting it to the sewer is probably going to be the largest cost of the entire project. 
 
Councilmember Stowe will contact an architect who can help him put together some ideas 
for further discussion. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
2021 PAVING PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that King County has forwarded 
a revised paving estimate, which is lower than the original estimate, but they still have to bid 
the project.  It appears doubtful that this work can be completed before summer, so he and 
Town Engineer Schroeder will push hard to have our work done after Labor Day. 
 
ACADEMY PATH IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has 
submitted her final report to the King Conservation District and our reimbursement grant 
should be received in about a month. 
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FLOWER BASKETS:  Councilmember Dix reported the flower baskets will be ready in time 
for the Town Spring Clean Up. 
 
TOWN CLEAN UP: Councilmember Dix reminded everyone that the Spring Clean Up will 
be May 15th and 16th.  She plans to focus on plant replacements along the Angle Path, 
weeding at the 105th / SE 30th entry garden, and spreading the chips that are currently stored 
next to the Lowrys. 
 
OTHER ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has found someone 
who can help with seasonal weeding on an as-needed basis at a cost of about $40 per hour.  
She expects to spend up to $1500 for this work.  She asked Clerk/Treasurer Spens to learn if 
there are any public-works concerns that could impact this work. 
 
Councilmember Dix also reported that she would like to hire Water Buffalo to water the new 
plantings along the Academy Path until they are established.  She noted that it costs about 
$400 per visit, and she may need them to visit weekly during the summer, which means it 
could cost up to $5,000.  Julia Morse suggested an alternative using a temporary irrigation 
installation, as she thinks that would be more cost effective.  Councilmember Stowe 
suggested that running soaker hoses in the area and leaving them for the summer as he did 
along 108th several years ago could also be more cost effective.  He added that there should 
be a water supply line along the Academy Path that could be tapped with a hose bib.  
Councilmember Dix will explore this possibility with Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr. 
 
KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT GRANTS: Councilmember Dix reported that during 
KCD’s recent site visit she shared some of the challenges we have in managing our forest. In 
response, they alerted her to grant funding that could help the Town address these challenges.  
The Urban Forest Health Program branch of KCD offers aid in urban forest maintenance.  To 
start the process, one must submit a “letter of interest” and, if the proposed project is chosen, 
KCD will invite the Town to proceed with the application process. Ms. Dix remarked that 
she was told proposals are strengthened by a commitment of local funding, and she requested 
permission to state in our letter of interest that the Town would dedicate $2,000 to a project if 
KCD chose to fund the remainder. 
 
COVID-19:  Mayor Gillem noted that Beaux Arts reported no new cases since February 
12th. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
May 11, 2021.  Based on Governor Inslee’s current restrictions, this is likely to be another 
remote meeting, and posted agendas will provide information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Stowe moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 pm.  
Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


