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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
June 8, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor John Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, 
and Tom Stowe.  Councilmember James McCarthy arrived at 7:06pm. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Planning Commissioner Steve Miller. 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the May 11, 2021 minutes as amended.  
Councilmember Howes seconded. 
Vote: 4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that the EFT to the Department of Retirement 
Systems was incorrectly listed on the May Claims Register, and the corrected register needs 
Council approval. 
. 
MOTION:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the Corrected May 11, 2021 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15745 through 15768 in the amount of $50,353.84.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  4 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
(Councilmember McCarthy arrived.) 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the final June 8, 2021 Claims Register 
for check numbers 15769 through 15792 in the amount of $20,423.81.  Councilmember 
Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
NEWSLETTER:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that Acting Deputy Clerk Tych 
experienced a problem with the last newsletter distribution.  Rackspace, our email provider, 
recently changed their rules for bulk mail, and our newsletter, which is sent to fewer than 130 
recipients was flagged as violating the new rules.  Ms. Spens contacted Rackspace to learn 
more, but Rackspace was unwilling to reveal what the “new threshold” is.  Instead, they 
suggested that we switch to another distribution method, e.g., MailChimp or Constant 
Contact. 
 
We have considered making changes to the newsletter, and this seems to be the impetus to 
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follow through with a switch to Contact Contact for the following reasons: 
1.  Formatting in Constant Contact is very simple.  Acting Clerk Tych is very familiar with 
their product, because she uses it at Hunts Point.  She can set up a template, use it for the 
August newsletter, and train Angela on it upon Angela’s return. 
2.  The format in Constant Contact is clean to read and less cluttered that our Word-based 
newsletters sometimes appear.  Also, the cut-and-paste method that we’ve been using works 
well in Constant Contact. 
3.  Recipients can unsubscribe themselves at any time, which makes keeping the distribution 
list up-to-date easier. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens remarked that a Constant Contact subscription costs just under $200 
per year.  She noted that there are 10 to 15 people in town who have asked to continue 
receiving a hard copy, which is mailed to their home addresses.  Councilmember Juhle noted 
that discontinuing that mailing (except to the two residents who have no email) would save 
nearly half of that cost. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council that: 
• We should send out the July newsletter as we have been, but we should include a 

prominent note letting residents know about the change. 
• Acting Clerk Tych will arrange for the Constant Contact subscription and will begin 

building a template for the August newsletter. 
• In early July, we should survey residents about the current material in the newsletter, i.e., 

what they like, what they wish it included, what they never read, etc.  The aim of the 
survey will be to streamline content while bringing it in line with readers’ preferences.  
Clerk/Treasurer Spens and Councilmember Howes will discuss the survey offline. 

 
2020 ANNUAL REPORT TO THE STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens 
reported that she filed the Town’s 2020 Annual Report on May 15, 2021.  She also reminded 
that Council that this is our year for a two-year audit. 
 
DIGITIZING PROJECT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she has learned of a grant 
program that will help offset much of the cost of digitizing the permit plan sets we have on 
file. 
 
MEDICAL LEAVE:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she spoke with Deputy Clerk Kulp 
recently and learned that her treatment is progressing well.  Ms. Kulp hopes to return to work 
sometime in August. 
 
RETURN TO IN-PERSON MEETINGS:  Mayor Gillem and Clerk/Treasurer Spens will 
work out a plan for returning to in-person meetings as State’s and King County’s rules allow. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that there were no calls for service last 
month. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
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WABA REPORT:  Nothing to report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  RECONSTRUCTION VS. REMODEL:  At the Council’s 
request, the Planning Commission has been studying whether to alter the definitions for 
reconstruction and remodel.  That request was prompted by input from Building Official 
Crystal Kolke who noted that the dollar threshold stated in the definitions is becoming more 
restrictive as construction costs increase. 
 
Planning Commissioner Steve Miller described that body’s deliberations about the best 
approach to solving this problem.  They determined that the dollar threshold should be 
increased from $500,000 to $750,000 AND that the definitions for both should be clarified 
further. 
 
They have suggested the following: 
 

“Reconstruction” means any construction in which the “reconstruction valuation” is 
equal to or greater than $750,000 or “modified exterior walls” meet or exceed 50% of 
the exterior perimeter over a three-year period. For the purpose of determining if a 
project meets the definition of reconstruction only, the following shall apply:  
** “Reconstruction valuation” shall include the entire construction costs; however, it 
can exclude the following specific items only: taxes, appliances, and specific 
equipment costs for mechanical, plumbing, and electrical work.  
“Modified exterior perimeter walls” shall include all changes to the entire exterior 
perimeter of walls from the bottom plate at the foundation to the top plate at the 
uppermost level. “Modified exterior perimeter walls” shall include replacement of 
wall studs whether due to wall changes or structural integrity, enlarging or relocating 
existing openings, removal or addition of exterior sheathing, and new or removed 
elements on the exterior walls; however, “modified exterior perimeter walls” shall not 
include replacement of doors or glazing where the size of the exterior opening does 
not change, replacement of exterior siding, or painting. 
 
“Remodel” means any construction in which the “remodel valuation” is less than 
$750,000 or “modified exterior walls” are less than 50% of the exterior perimeter 
over a three-year period. For the purpose of determining if a project meets the 
definition of remodel only, the following shall apply:  
** “Remodel valuation” shall include the entire construction costs; however, it can 
exclude the following specific items only: taxes, appliances, and specific equipment 
costs for mechanical, plumbing, and electrical work.  
“Modified exterior perimeter walls” shall include all changes to the entire exterior 
perimeter of walls from the bottom plate at the foundation to the top plate at the 
uppermost level. “Modified exterior perimeter walls” shall include replacement of 
wall studs whether due to wall changes or structural integrity, enlarging or relocating 
existing openings, removal or addition of exterior sheathing, and new or removed 
elements on the exterior walls; however, “modified exterior perimeter walls” shall not 
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include replacement of doors or glazing where the size of the exterior opening does 
not change, replacement of exterior siding, or painting. 

 
Councilmember Juhle asked what the benefit of pursuing a remodel is versus reconstruction.  
Planning Commissioner Miller answered that a remodel project does not have to be brought 
into conformance with current codes. 
 
Councilmember Howes asked how long the Planning Commission expects the increased 
dollar threshold to last.  Planning Commissioner Miller noted that they considered adding a 
construction index but decided to just increase the threshold to an amount that should be 
workable for at least 10 years. 
 
After some discussion, the Council suggested that the exclusions for both definitions be 
amended to read: “it can exclude the following specific items only: taxes, appliances, and 
specific equipment and labor costs for mechanical, plumbing, and electrical systems”. 
 
Planning Commissioner Miller noted that the Planning Commission has not held a public 
hearing on the topic, so they are asking the Council to direct the Town Attorney to draft code 
language to make this change.  Once they have that language, they will schedule their public 
hearing and report their findings and final recommendation to the Council.  It was the 
consensus of the Council that the Town Attorney be so directed. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC HOMES:  Planning 
Commissioner Miller explained that, during the course of their discussion of the previous 
topic, Commissioners routinely reiterated that historic homes are a defining characteristic of 
the Village.  He remarked that Commissioners are aware of previous work done on this 
subject.  He added that he has become aware of King County’s involvement in historic 
preservation that could simplify efforts in Beaux Arts.  Before proceeding with this study, the 
Planning Commission wants to know if the Council supports their further investigation. 
 
Councilmembers had a number of questions: 
1.  Are there homeowners who would use the program to preserve a historic home? 
2.  Are there other mechanisms already available to interested homeowners? 
3.  What is the cost to the Town of participating in a program administered by King County? 
4.  Could the entire Town be designated an historic district?  That might provide protection 
from 5G. 
 
The idea of a historic designation did not appeal to most Councilmembers, some of whom 
noted their own experiences with living in historic districts and commented that the many 
restrictions often created much friction among neighbors. 
 
Councilmembers also expressed concerns that owners of historic homes should not be forced 
to preserve those homes just to maintain the character of the Village.  There are very real 
costs associated with keeping up a centennial home and expecting the homeowner to bear 
those costs so as to retain the character of the Village is not equitable. 
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Planning Commissioner Miller remarked that a provision can be written so that only the 
homeowner may seek the historic designation. 
 
It was the consensus of the Council that the Planning Commission can evaluate voluntary 
preservation programs and determine what new resources may be available to support those 
programs. 
 
CIP / TIP FOR 2021 THROUGH 2026:  Councilmember Juhle opened the discussion by 
noting that the costs listed in the current CIP/TIP may need to be updated and asked 
Councilmembers for new projects. 
 
Councilmember Stowe commented that the Water Shed Project may be completed this year 
at a cost of about $57,000, which includes a sewer hook-up.  He is waiting for final drawings 
while Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder does some other project legwork. 
 
Mayor Gillem noted that the Town has about $90,000 available from the American Rescue 
Plan Act.  He stated that we haven’t pursued other Covid-related funding to date, but these 
funds will revert to the State if we don’t use them, and he believes the upgrades to the shed 
qualify. 
 
Councilmember Juhle asked everyone to send their other project ideas and costs to him 
directly as soon as possible.  He will then compile then into a proposed version for further 
discussion in July.  Clerk/Treasurer Spens will plan for a public hearing on the final CIP / 
TIP during the September meeting. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
 
2021 PAVING:  Councilmember Stowe reported that Lakeside Paving has been awarded the 
contract for King County’s omnibus paving project.  Our piece is scheduled to start after 
Labor Day and is now estimated to cost $157,000, which is lower than originally estimated. 
 
1ST QUARTER 2021 TREASURER’S REPORTS:  Councilmember Juhle reported that he 
has reviewed the 1Q2021 Treasurer’s Reports and signed them to indicate his approval. 
 
TOWN CLEAN UP: Councilmember Dix reported a good turnout for the Town Clean Up 
with good results. 
 
OTHER ROW MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has learned of a 
potential beetle infestation in local firs.  She continues to work to get a water faucet installed 
at the Academy Path.  She has learned that there is no water along the Glen Path.  She also 
wondered who will handle rebuilding the 102nd steps. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN:  Councilmember Howes 
reported that she is continuing her work on updating the Town’s CEMP and is on track to 
complete the work by the end of this year. 
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CANDIDATE FILING:  Mayor Gillem reported that there are now candidates for all 
positions up for election in Beaux Arts. 
 
REOPENING PLANS:  Mayor Gillem reported that the other Points Cities are preparing 
plans for reopening their City/Town Halls.  He would like us to use the end of the lockdowns 
to enhance opportunities for meeting attendance – both for Councilmembers and for 
residents. 
 
MAYORS’ MEETING:  Mayor Gillem noted that Beaux Arts will host the next Mayors’ 
Meeting.  He will work with Clerk/Treasurer Spens to notify the usual participants. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
July 13, 2021 and is expected to be another remote meeting.  Posted agendas will provide 
information for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Dix moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 pm.  
Councilmember McCarthy seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


