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TOWN OF BEAUX ARTS VILLAGE 

 
TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES 

 
October 12, 2021 
Remote Meeting via Zoom 
 
PRESENT:  Mayor John Gillem, Councilmembers Paula Dix, Aletha Howes, Hans Juhle, 
James McCarthy, and Tom Stowe. 
EXCUSED:  None. 
STAFF:  Clerk/Treasurer Sue Ann Spens. 
GUESTS:  Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr. 
 
Mayor Gillem called the meeting to order at 7pm. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilmember Dix moved to approve the September 14, 2021 minutes as 
amended.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS:  Councilmember Juhle moved to approve the final October 12, 2021 Claims 
Register for check numbers 15854 through 15880 (including check nos. 15855, 15856, 
15864, and 15879 voided for printing errors) in the amount of $26,160.83.  Councilmember 
Howes seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
CLERK’S REPORT:  
2019-2020 AUDIT:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the State Auditor’s Office has 
started their audit of the Town’s financial reports and operations for 2019 and 2020. 
 
BELLEVUE FIRE CHECK-IN:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that she and Deputy Clerk 
Addie Tych participated in a discussion led by Building Official Crystal Kolke with members 
of the Bellevue Fire Department (BFD) to clarify everyone’s understanding of the plan 
reviews that BFD performs to determine if a project will need fire sprinklers.  Topics 
included how plans are shared with the BFD’s plan reviewers and the timing of these reviews 
in relation to the Town’s own plan-review process. 
 
BLUEBEAM FOR PLAN REVIEWS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reported that the Town has 
purchased Bluebeam software to assist in the sharing of plans, reviewer comments, etc. 
among our plan-review personnel, mainly the Building Official, Town Planner, and Town 
Arborist.  Thanks to Building Official Kolke’s prior experience with this software, we expect 
the transition to be relatively smooth.  The Town began allowing electronic plan submissions 
several years ago, so this is the next logical step for streamlining our permitting process.  
This change will also make it easier to obtain and save electronic copies of all building plans. 
 
TREE CODE REVISIONS:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded the Council that last month 
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they agreed to authorize the Planning Commission to study the Town’s Tree Code to clarify 
that dead trees are handled as hazardous trees.  Subsequent to that decision, she and Deputy 
Clerk Tych wondered if the process for handling requests for the removal of dead and 
hazardous trees should be studied and possibly changed. 
 
She explained that our current code requires a owner who wants to remove a dead or 
hazardous tree on their property to complete the same application process as if they wanted 
to remove one or more live trees under the 20% rule.  As part of the application process, 
applicants must submit a map of the trees on their property, including size and species.  But 
if the arborist determines that the tree is, in fact, dead, no permit is needed for its removal.  
This makes the process cumbersome for property owners with dead or hazardous trees on 
their property. 
 
She asked the Council to suggest that the Planning Commission consider a two-pronged 
approach to tree removals as part of their study of the Tree Code.  The first prong would be 
for live trees and would remain the same as currently written, unless the Planning 
Commission believes changes are warranted. 
 
The second prong would be for dead or hazardous trees and could be as simple as creating a 
process where a property owner would obtain a report from a qualified arborist establishing 
that a tree on the property is dead or hazardous and would submit that report to the Town for 
review along with a fee to cover the Town Arborist’s time.  If the Town Arborist agrees with 
the assessment, the property owner could remove the tree without getting a permit.  If the 
Town Arborist does not agree, the property owner would be instructed to obtain a tree-
removal permit following the guidelines currently in place. 
 
MARSHAL’S REPORT:  Mayor Gillem reported that there are no incidents to report but he 
wants the Council to know that the King County sheriff’s Office is holding a meeting tonight 
to discuss their staff shortages.  He will update the Council when more information is 
available. 
 
WATER REPORT:  Water Dept Supervisor Bob Durr reported that he does not anticipate 
any unusual maintenance or capital expenditures for the Water Department in 2022. 
 
WABA REPORT:  No report. 
 
APPEARANCES:  None. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  ORDINANCE NO. 454 AMENDING DEFINITIONS IN THE 
ZONING CODE FOR REMODELS AND RECONSTRUCTION:  Mayor Gillem opened 
the public hearing at 7:25pm.  As there were no public comments, he closed the hearing at 
7:26pm.  Councilmembers discussed whether the new threshold is high enough given current 
rates of inflation but decided to re-evaluate that issue in the future. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Howes moved to pass Ordinance No. 454 amending BAVMC 
18.10.020 to alter the definitions for remodel and reconstruction and the value thresholds for 
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distinguishing between them.  Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote: 5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  PRELIMINARY 2022 BUDGET:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens reminded 
the Council that this is the first of two public hearings the Council will hold to hear public 
comment on the budget for 2022.  The second will be held in November, after which the 
Council will pass an ordinance to adopt the 2022 property-tax levy.  She also noted that 
tonight’s discussion will focus on anticipated revenues, especially the Council’s thoughts 
about increasing the property-tax levy. 
 
Councilmembers discussed adjustments to several revenue sources and decided that the 
prudent course is to increase the levy by the full amount allowed by state statutes.  For 2022, 
that means the levy will increase by the 1% allowed plus amounts for new construction, 
annexations, and the relevy of refunds.  In addition, it will increase by the amount the Town 
“banked” by not increasing the levy last year. 
 
Mayor Gillem opened the public hearing at 7:51pm.  As there was no public comment, he 
closed the public hearing at 7:52pm. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will prepare updated budget worksheets that include suggestions made 
at this meeting, anticipated expenditures, and any new budget information received over the 
course of the month.  She will also prepare an ordinance to authorize an increase in the 
property-tax levy as decided during the Council’s discussion. 
 
WATER SHED IMPROVEMENTS:  Councilmember Stowe outlined recent work on the 
proposed improvements, including Town Engineer Stacia Schroeder’s work to obtain bids for 
the three main parts of this project: 
 
• Installation of a sanitary sewer line. 

Five contractors were contacted, and three submitted bids.  Of those, Fed Excavating 
submitted the lowest bid at $13,592.60, which does not include Washington State sales tax 
or any permit/inspection fees.  With WSST, this amounts to $14,951.86. 
 

• Replacement of the asphalt parking pad and the driveway leading to it.  This work will 
include making the pad ADA-compliant. 
Six contractors were contacted, and three submitted bids.  Of those, AA Asphalting 
submitted the lowest bid at $14,962.59, which includes Washington State sales tax. 
 

• Construction of the expanded building for the restroom and small storage space. 
Four contractors were contacted, but none have submitted bids.  Ms. Schroeder invites the 
Council suggestions about who else to contact. 
 

Councilmember Stowe would like the Council to accept the two bids received by authorizing 
the mayor to execute contracts with the low bidders.  He and Ms. Schroeder will continue 
working to find a contractor interested in the building construction. 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Stowe moved to authorize Mayor Gillem to execute a contract 
with Fed Excavating at a price not to exceed $15,500 and a second contract with AA 
Asphalting at a price not to exceed $15,000.  Councilmember Dix seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Spens will work with Town Engineer Schroeder and the Town Attorney to 
prepare contracts and forward them to the respective contractors for signature before 
returning them to Mayor Gillem for his signature. 
 
WATER ADJUSTMENT POLICY:  Clerk/Treasurer Spens explained that one 
housekeeping item from our last audit that was never completed was the establishment of a 
policy for making adjustments to customers’ water bills.  She added that she and Town 
Attorney Linehan had discussed this policy, and he advised that Mayor Gillem can approve 
the policy once written (rather than having the Council adopt a resolution).  Approving the 
policy in this fashion gives the Town more flexibility if the policy needs to be changed in the 
future. 
 
Ms. Spens outlined the most common reasons for adjustment and the controls she applies so 
that the system isn’t abused, as follows: 

 
1.  Billed for wrong volume.  While rare, this can happen if the meter reader records a 
wrong reading.  The customer is asked to provide an updated meter reading, which is used 
to adjust the usage for their bill, if appropriate. 
CONTROL:  If the resident provides a reading that understates their usage, the misreported 
volume will be captured in their next meter reading and billed accordingly.  The remedy is 
self-regulating. 
 
2.  Did not receive bill by mail.  The Water Dept reverses the late fee imposed for the 
missed bill. 
CONTROL:  There is no way to confirm that a customer did not receive their bill, and with 
the increasing mail-theft problems, it is a very believable problem.  I watch to see if a 
particular customer seems to be having this problem consistently and would mildly 
challenge them IF it appeared they were trying to abuse our goodwill.  As a side note, the 
value derived from late fees is small relative to the revenue for water used, so this is really 
a goodwill adjustment. 
 
3.  Had a leak in their supply line / house plumbing that caused a large overage.  As an 
incentive for them to find and repair the leak, the Water Dept offers to adjust their volume 
back to a historical average for the same period in the previous year once the leak is 
repaired. 
CONTROL:  There is no way to confirm that the customer has a leak other than to note 
their usage is noticeably higher than the same period in an earlier year, and I haven’t had 
an ongoing problem with any customers requesting adjustments for this reason.  I do 
review the customer’s usage over the next few billing cycles to confirm that it has dropped 
back to more normal levels.  Perhaps one more level of documentation could be asking the 
customer to provide proof of the repair? 
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4.  Provided water from their property on behalf of the Water Dept.  This can happen 
if a customer is at the end of a water distribution line that has no other means of flushing it 
of sediment, such as at the western end of SE 29th Street. 
CONTROL:  The customer must first request an adjustment.  If such a request is made, I 
contact either Bob Durr or Roger Lillejord to confirm that one of them supervised the 
flushing of the line and ask for an appropriate adjustment volume.  Usually, this 
confirmation has been by phone, but I can certainly switch to email to get documentation. 
 
5.  Provided water from their property on behalf of the Town.  This can happen if a 
customer is asked to water new plantings on Town ROWs (in lieu of the Town finding a 
more expensive method for watering). 
CONTROL:  Generally, the request to water Town ROW comes from the Council, and I 
am informed of it in advance and given an appropriate volume adjustment to credit to the 
account for the period during which the water is provided.  If not, I confirm with the 
Council that the watering is for the Town’s benefit and adjust accordingly.  Often the 
Council minutes will note that a costumer has been asked to provide watering. 

 
She then asked the Council if there were any other scenarios Councilmembers could think of 
that should be addressed or had suggestions for changes to the controls.  It was the consensus 
of the Council that any adjustments under #3 should include a requirement for documentation 
of the repair and that any adjustments for #4 and #5 should include documentation of the 
agreement between the Water Department and the customer. 
 
Ms. Spens will prepare a policy incorporating these suggestions and have Mayor Gillem 
approve it. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS: 
WASHINGTON STATE REDISTRICTING:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the 
state’s redistricting committee is in the process of establishing new district boundaries as part 
of the 2020 Census results.  He noted that, based on the current proposals, the Town of 
Beaux Arts Village may end up in a different congressional and legislative district from the 
other four Points Cities.  He also noted that a current proposal splits the Enatai neighborhood 
into two districts.  He suggested that Councilmembers review the proposals and submit 
comments if they have any concerns.  Mayor Gillem commented that the proposal to have 
Beaux Arts in a different district from the other Points Cities isn’t of concern to him. 
 
2021 PAVING PROJECT:  Councilmember Stowe reported that the contractor, Lakeside 
Paving, has agreed to postpone the planned paving work until early next Spring due to 
inclement weather.  Lakeside will complete this work as the first of their paving projects next 
year at the price agreed on for this year’s work. 
 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS / GREAT SHAKE OUT:  Councilmember Howes 
reminded Councilmembers that the Council will conduct an emergency-response drill this 
Saturday.  Councilmembers who are in Town should bring their emergency backpacks and 
muster at Five Corners at 10am to review the Town’s emergency response plan.  The group 
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may decide to walk to the Water shed to inspect the emergency supplies collected last year. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN:  Councilmember Howes 
reported that she is almost ready to submit the final version of our CEMP to the state. 
 
FALL TOWN CLEAN UP:  Councilmember Dix reviewed her plans for the Fall Town Clean 
Up, which is scheduled for Saturday November 6th.  The primary focus for this Clean Up will 
be clearing out the Glen Path.  She is working to arrange for a dumpster to be placed near this 
work area.  She also has several smaller projects planned throughout the Village. 
 
TREE MAINTENANCE:  Councilmember Dix reported that she is waiting for a schedule 
from Arborwell for the tree work she described at the October Council meeting. 
 
ACADEMY PATH IRRIGATION:  Councilmember Dix reported that installation of the new 
water faucet along the Academy path will be complete after a few more parts are received. 
 
CORNER OF 106TH AND SE 29TH:  Councilmember Dix reported that she has contacted 
DreamGarden Design to prepare a planting plan for this area.  Removal of the resurgent 
laurel continues, and planting will likely take place sometime next year. 
 
PROPOSED PROJECTS FOR NEXT YEAR:  Councilmember Dix listed several projects 
she would like to consider next year, including continued work on the Glen Path, 
enhancements of Village entrances, rehab work along the Academy Path, and ivy removal 
from the right-of-way adjacent to the Cowan property.  Mayor Gillem suggested that work on 
the right-of-way at the northeast corner of SE 29th and 105th Ave SE be minimal because the 
property owner plans to build on that property in the next year. 
 
DEPUTY CLERK REPLACEMENT:  Mayor Gillem reported that he has hired Acting 
Deputy Clerk Addie Tych to permanently fill the position vacated by Angela Kulp’s 
resignation.  He has also increased the hours for the position from 60.67 to 70 hours per 
month, based on the current workload, which makes the position eligible for participation in 
the Washington State Public Employees Retirement System.  Ms. Tych’s hiring and that 
change became effective on October 1, 2021. 
 
PARKING ON 102ND NEAR SE 28TH:  Mayor Gillem has completed his review of this 
parking issue and has notified the parties of his decision.  He added that there is still an 
overarching concern about the lack of parking in this area and the limitations on access by 
large vehicles. 
 
Councilmember Juhle suggested that this raises a bigger question, which is the conflict 
between the rules for use of the planting strip and parking areas.  He would like the Town to 
consider vacating the planting strips to the adjacent owners as a way of protecting any 
improvements those owners may have placed on the strips and of encouraging adjacent 
owners to care for these areas. 
 
Councilmember Stowe commented that he would not support relinquishing this property, 
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because it is used for utilities and gives the Town more control over its urban forest.  He 
added that ceding this space would also create larger lots that could lead to larger homes with 
setbacks that are closer to the roadway than they are today.  Plus, the Town would never be 
able to buy the property back if the need arose.  He suggested instead that the Town engage 
in a serious discussion about creating more parking throughout the Village, noting that there 
are other locations that suffer from limited parking. 
 
Mayor Gillem suggested that Councilmember Juhle put together something in writing that 
defines the problem he thinks should be solved and some proposed solutions that the Council 
can review and discuss at a future meeting. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  The next regular Council meeting is scheduled for 7:00 pm on Tuesday 
November 9, 2021 and is expected to be remote.  Posted agendas will provide information 
for public participation. 
 
ADJOURN:  Councilmember Howes moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 pm.  
Councilmember Stowe seconded. 
Vote:  5 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstain.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sue Ann Spens 
Clerk-Treasurer 


